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The fact that Career Day at the kids’ school was fast approaching and parent 

presenters were being sought plunged me into a minor existential crisis. “Should I 

volunteer?” I wondered to myself, “and if I do, how shall I describe my job to the eight-

and-under crowd?” When I tell adults that I’m a minister, most of them have a pretty 

good (if sometimes incomplete or inaccurate) idea of what I do. But what would I tell 

kindergarteners about the work of ministry? I help people, of course, or at least I try to. 

Then I realized that police officers, doctors, and librarians also help people. I teach 

people, but then, so do professors, teachers, and trainers. I thought about trying to 

explain what preaching and presiding at the sacraments involve, but it occurred to me 

that my children attend public school, and I didn’t want to involve anyone in a lawsuit 

involving the establishment of religion. 

My favorite job description was given to me by a church official in England. 

Having performed exactly zero ministerial functions in my first assignment after 

seminary, we were preparing for my welcoming service when this wise pastor told me, 

“We pay you to sit in the presence of God.” Noticeably absent from that description is 

anything about attending meetings, writing sermons, visiting hospitals, conducting 

funerals, or “other duties as required.” He didn’t say anything about my roles as 

counselor, cheerleader, problem solver, business administrator, coffee morning attender, 

or resident theologian. My most important job, at least according to the district 

chairman (British Methodists’ version of the district superintendent), was to sit in God’s 

presence, to listen for God’s voice, to look for signs of God’s activity, to bring my people 

and their lives to God’s attention.  

I don’t know that I could explain that to my children’s peers. I don’t know if that’s 

the job description you had in mind when you appealed to the bishop for a new pastor. 

But I get the feeling that if I’m doing my job right, I’m spending time in the presence of 

God on your behalf.      

In Christ, 

Jeff 
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

May 3 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

May 7 9:00 AM Sunday 
school Classes 

10:15 AM Worship Service 

11:30 AM Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon in Meaders Hall 

May 10 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

May 14 9:00 AM Sunday 
school Classes 

10:15 AM Worship Service 

May 16 6:00 PM Finance 
Committee meets 

6:45 PM Board of Trustees 
meets. 

May 17 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

May 21 9:00 AM Sunday 
School 

10:15 Worship Service 

May 25 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
Reading Circle in Fellowship 
Hall 

May 28 9:00 AM Sunday 
school Classes; 

10:15 AM Worship Service 

May 31 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

Cochran Kitchen  

mailto:office@cochranchapel.org
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Birthday Wishes 

May   3 – Virginia Cain 

May 11 – Mac Smith 

May 12 – Bonnie Goodwyn 

May 12 – Carol Lindhart 

May 15 – Anthony Sutcliffe 

May 15 – Carolyn Teel 

May 18 – Doretha Stone 

May 19 – Susan Sayles 

May 20 – Mark Wesley 

May 20 – Martin Wesley 

May 24 – Dave Clark 

May 30 – Wing Lao 

May 31 – Beth Knight 

 On Sunday, May 7, the Staff Parish Relations Committee is hosting a Staff Appreciation Luncheon in 

honor of our hardworking staff: Rev. Jeff Hall, Sandra Hanger, Cory Roberson, Kay Mahoney, Dirk Anders, and 

our nursery workers Marilee Bryan and Vicky Sheets. 

 Lunch will be served in Meaders Hall, right after our church service. The Committee is providing the 

meat and asks that we bring side dishes. 

 This is the perfect opportunity to say thank you to each of these special people who make CCUMC 

work and add joy to our lives!  Come join the fun! 

 If you have questions please contact our church office at 214-352-4889 or office@cochranchapel.org or 

Joe Vickrey, Committee Chair at joe.vickrey@gmail.com   

 

Everyone is invited to join KnitWits! Young/old, church 

members/non-church members, men/women, knitters, 

crocheters, loomers, quilters and those who have no 

interest in handwork, but enjoy socializing! 

 

Beginning June 6 

Fellowship Hall, CCUMC 

Every Tuesday (unless it’s a holiday week) 

1:00 PM to 3:00 PM come and go as you wish 

12:00 noon – brown bag lunch – for those of us who are 

caught between errands and KnitWits 

 

This is meant to be fun!  

What is said in Fellowship Hall,  

stays in Fellowship Hall!! 

Completed items can be kept or donated to charities 

(Parkland Hospital always needs baby items, Prayer Shawls 

are appreciated by those facing illness and scarves/hats are 

always welcomed by homeless). 

 

Questions? Contact Margaret Lake at Magilake@aol.com  or 

the church office 
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MAY MISSION:  Bags of Grace 

 For the first time, Bags of Grace and Fruit is the Mission of the Month! 

 Bags of Grace are given to Cochran Kitchen guests to help supplement their 

food supply. Once a month volunteers fill gallon-size plastic bags with non-

perishable items such as a small can of Vienna sausages or a small can of tuna, a 

pudding cup, a fruit cup, a breakfast bar, a small package of crackers and cheese, 

etc.  

Fresh fruit is given to guests as they arrive to ease hunger, because many 

have not eaten that day. Also, guests leave with at least one piece of fresh fruit.  

 Money collected in May will help fill the Bags of Grace and purchase fresh 

fruit. You are still encouraged to bring these items as in the past, but the Mission 

Committee realizes this will allow more members of our congregation to 

participate in Cochran Kitchen through donations. 

 Look for Sunday bulletin inserts for more information about this ministry. 

Checks can be made out to CCUMC with Bags of Grace in the note line or cash 

placed in an envelope marked Bags of Grace. Guests of Cochran Kitchen are 

extremely appreciative for every item they receive. Please contact our church 

office at 214-352-4889 or office@cochranchapel.org if you have questions. 

 

COCHRAN KITCHEN 

In March, Cochran Kitchen hosted 55 

guests, served 140 plates of food, gave out 33 

bus passes and 42 Bags of Grace as well as more 

than 100 pieces of fruit and more than a dozen 

items of clothing. 

 A local dentist, who wishes to remain 

anonymous, walked into Meaders Hall bearing 

gifts. She and her two children carried boxes filled 

with literally hundreds of travel packets 

containing toothbrushes and toothpaste. She had 

heard about Cochran Kitchen and wanted to help. 

  If you have questions, please 

contact the church office at 214- 352-4889 or 

email office@cochranchapel.org     

 

          

 

Item for May is CEREAL – any brand, any size! 

Please leave your donations in the atrium 

under the North Dallas Shared Ministries 

sign. If you prefer not shopping, checks can 

be made out to CCUMC with NDSM written 

on the note line and either mailed to the 

church, placed in the collection plate on 

Sundays or left in the church office. Your 

donations are appreciated. 

North Dallas 

Shared 

Ministries 

mailto:office@cochranchapel.org
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

 

Nursery:  9:00 AM, RM 100 for children 3 

years of age and younger. 

 

Children’s Sunday School:  9:00 AM, 

meets on 1st floor of Education Building 

for children ages 4 years of age and 

older.  

 

Open Door:  9:00 AM in RM 201. Led by 

Neil Bickley. All adults are welcome. 

 

Seekers:  9:00 AM in RM 203. Led by 

Pastor Jeff. May’s topic is Mark’s Gospel, 

a continuing study. All adults are 

welcome. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF APRIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Finance Committee: Meets on the third Tuesday of every 

month at 6PM. As with all meetings of the church, 

everyone is welcome to observe these meetings. At the  

April meeting, the church treasurer, Cheryl Clark, reported 

that we have paid our apportionments for the month.  

We still need to build up a reserve.   

Jeff said he is planning a Stewardship campaign for the 

fall. Stewardship announced that online giving is now 

available on the Cochran Chapel website.  

Members of the Board of Trustees are trying to fill Dirk’s 

shoes. Volunteers are working on the small repairs that 

need done.  

Board of Trustees members covered many topics during 

their April meeting including:  Signage and Banners -- 

Easter Banners seemed to attract some visitors on Easter. 

Signage around CCUMC campus needs to be improved. 

Goal is to make locations (buildings, classrooms) easier to 

find. One suggestion was to label the floors listed in the 

elevator with corresponding locations: Sanctuary, 

Fellowship Hall/Atrium, Adult Classrooms, etc. 

Drainage for the entry way to the Atrium has needed 

attention. The metal awning was cleaned out, which 

improved drainage, but Committee is pursuing adding a 

drainage column to reroute the water away from the 

entry way. 

Erosion on both sides of the bridge leading to Meaders 

Hall will be looked at by an expert to determine how best 

to halt the problem. 

Cochran House repairs are scheduled for the end of April. 

Water damaged some dry wall, which requires replacing 

and then painting. 

 

 

MAY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Cochran Kitchen – volunteers needed to 

set up, serve guests, intermingle with 

guests and clean-up. The next dinner is 

May 31st. For more information, please 

contact the church at 214-352-4889 or 

office@cochranchapel.org 
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Cochran House 

Hello Cochran Chapel,  

My name is Rebecca Mitts, and I am 

one of four residents at Cochran 

House, which is the white house 

behind your church. If you count my 

dog, Clementine, we actually have 

five residents living there. Most of 

you have seen or met Justin and Lisa 

Hancock, who have lived in the 

house for almost four years. Macie  

Liptoi and myself have only been there since last fall. We are a part of an intentional 

Christian community, the Epworth Project, which is supported by the Missional Wisdom 

Foundation.  

An intentional Christian community, though perhaps a foreign concept to many, is a 

community that goes beyond weekly worship and having roommates, focusing on faithful 

relationships with each other. We strive to have a home that is a safe, Christ-centered 

space for not only ourselves, but also for the neighborhood around us. As a house, we 

have prayer multiple times a week, and every Thursday at 7:00 PM we have community 

meal, which is a dinner we host that is open to anyone who wishes to attend. Our 

neighbors who are within the homeless and lower-income community often attend, 

occasionally Perkins students, and some who simply enjoy the fellowship. The 

congregation of Cochran Chapel is always welcome to attend, and everyone is welcome to 

stay afterwards for evening prayer.  

Our hope is for our relationship with Cochran Chapel to deepen so that we may be helpful 

to one another in outreach ministries. Not only that, but we would just love to get to know 

y’a’ll better! We will be sending out a small column with your newsletter from now on to 

give updates on what is going on at the house, and any events we may be hosting. We 

hope to see you all soon!  

Those with questions can contact Rebecca at revjustinhancock@gmail.com  

Blessings, 

                   Cochran House Residents 
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When my husband and I joined Cochran Chapel in 1972 there 

was a group of women who met every Wednesday and worked 

on a variety of hand crafted items that would be sold at a 

bazaar on a week-end in the fall.  The money was used to 

support the budget, usually to pay for apportionments.  This 

group met, at that time, in the pre-fab buildings that were 

south of the sanctuary.  These buildings were originally old 

WWII barracks at Love Field.  The church used them for Sunday 

School rooms before the Education Building was built.   

The group met there until the buildings were taken away.  We 

then moved to the Cochran House and met there until the 

renovation of that house.  After that there was really no place to 

meet at the church where there could be storage for all our 

supplies (sewing machines, etc.).   

But the women missed the fellowship of the group. So a group 

of 8 began meeting at our house on Wednesday and took a 

new direction and mission.  We began making things for an 

organization called Love Thy Baby that supplies needed items 

for newborn babies locally, mostly Parkland Hospital. 

Our members are Dorothy Bickley, who hand quilts quilt tops 

that Judy Smith makes; Dolly Smith, who knits afghans; Martha 

Smith (cousin of Martha Dempsey), who makes caps for 

newborns with a circle loom; Martha Dempsey who crochets 

afghans; and Sue Perrenot. One year we sewed 135 Christmas 

bags to be used for gifts for the newborns at Christmas.  In 

2016 we donated 29 afghans, 9 quilts, and 25 newborn caps. 

In addition, our group takes on other projects: filling Easter 

eggs each year for the Easter egg hunt, sending birthday cards 

to the congregation and to the staff at Sudie Williams 

Elementary School, and sending other occasion cards to the 

congregation. We do take on other crafty projects as needed.  

    Martha Dempsey 

 Thank you to all the volunteers 

and donors who helped make Amigos 

Days successful -- especially to Brian 

Powell, who led and organized our 

crew. Check out Cochran Chapel’s 

FaceBook page to see pictures of 

some of our crew in action and the 

appreciative homeowner, Ms. Walker. 

And thank you to Melinda 

Gilliam for volunteering to create 

graphics for the Cochran Chapel 

Newsletter. Much needed and much 

appreciated. 
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LAST BUT NOT LEAST!! 

 

NAME THIS COCHRAN CHAPEL NEWSLETTER! 

Our newsletter needs a name! 

 

 Please put your suggestion(s) in the ugly yellow shoe box sitting on the glass 

table in the atrium. Deadline is May 22nd. Include your name because there is a prize!  

The prize is priceless: lunch with Reverend Jeff Hall! Think of all the 

questions you can ask, all the suggestions you can make or simply enjoy a lovely 

lunch. 

 A panel of three (Pastor Jeff, Margaret Lake and Linda Rolen) will determine the 

winner. Should there be more than one person to submit the winning name, 

submissions will be placed in a collection plate and the winning name drawn by an 

impartial person (blindfolded, of course). 

 Let’s see what this newsletter will officially be named as of next month! 

 If you have already emailed a suggestion and/or told someone your suggestion, 

you need to “officially” submit your name(s) to be entered.      

 If you have questions, please contact the church office at 214-352-4889 or 

office@cochranchapel.org 


